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The sittings took place in a small hut, which was filled
with a piano, and I could hardly turn round. I aske'd the girl
attendants, of whom there were several, secretaries of
Commander Lampson, to remove the door, which they did ;
but they facetiously asked whether I would like the roof off
next. I thought I should have liked that too, but I did not
demand it, as the attendant " angels " seemed to resent a
little my intrusion into the retreat of their Professor. After
the third day they thawed and I was offered beer at the end
of the sitting.

I worked for two hours every morning, and at the first
sitting the Professor was so surrounded with tobacco smoke
from his pipe that I saw nothing. At the second sitting I
asked him to smoke in the interval. Einstein's manner was
full of charm and bonhomie. He enjoyed a joke and had many
a jibe at the Nazi Professors, one hundred of whom in a book
had condemned his theory. " Were I wrong," he said, " one
Professor would have been quite enough." Also, in spealdng
of Nazis, he once said : "I thought I was a Physicist, I did
not bother about being a Jew until Hitler made me conscious
of it,"

At the end of the sittings he would sit down at the piano
and play, and once he took a violin and went outside and
scraped away. He looked altogether like a wandering gypsy,
but the sea air was damp and the violin execrable and he gave
up. The Nazis had taken his own good violin when they
confiscated his property in Germany.

Einstein watched my work with a kind of naive wonder,
and seemed to sense that I was doing something good of him.

The sittings unfortxinately had to come to a close, as
Einstein was to go up to London to make a speech at the
Albert Hall and then leave for America. I could have gone
on with the work. It seemed to me a good start, but, as so
often happens, the work had to be stopped before I had
carried it to completion.

Later I exhibited the head in London in December, 1955.
During the exhibition, while the Gallery was without
attendants for a short time, it was discovered on the floor,